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Nobles of the Mystic Shrine (the Shriners exist primar-
ily as a leisure organization and humanitarian group 
-their traditions and symbols maintain a middle-east-
ern fl avor).  On Century Earth, most political and soci-
etal projects are seemingly directed under the hands of 
a Freemason.  Whether their intent is benevolent or not 
is up to the narrator, but the effects of this secret group 
should always surround and intrigue the MCs.

 < The Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn -founded in 
1887 by some rogue Freemasons (Dr. William Rob-
ert Woodman, William Wynn Westcott, and Samuel 
Mathers), this 3-circle order followed a book of magical 
teachings called the Cipher Manuscript.  This tome is 
written in code (hence its name), but is said to contain 
knowledge on true ritualized magic, astrology, alchemy, 
and various scrying techniques.  Members in the order 
(it invited both men and women to join) learned these 
powers -starting with simpler, ritualized magics while 
in the fi rst circle.  Graduating to the second circle, one 
would learn more of the cipher, gaining an understand-
ing of the hermetic kabbalah.  With the kabbalah (the 
ancient powers/understandings of the universe), those 
in the second circle could leverage great mystical ef-
fects.  Finally, the third circle of the order was fi lled 
with members who had passed on and become incor-
poreal (as well as mystical creatures and beings from 
other planes of existence).  This third circle existed as 
guidance, driving the entire order to intervene on be-
half of the cosmic architect.  The Hermetic Order of the 
Golden Dawn seeks to bring a higher understanding of 
mysticism and the nature of the universe to those who 
are worthy to receive it.  However, the order gravely 
contradicts most established religions (especially Chris-
tianity) and even holds some views and mores that are 
seen as debased to the citizens of Century Earth.

by expert commanders from the provincial armies.  
At the time of Century’s Edge they were the main 
interventionist force when global crises arised.  
-Something akin to the UN forces of the 21st 
Century. The French Foreign Legion (in particu-
lar) became well-known for their highly-trained 
and tightly-knit squadrons.  The Legion availed 
in mounted and skirmish-style combat.  Through-
out the 19th Century they remained permanently 
active in North Africa and the Middle East.  
Because it offers a living stipend and notoriety, 
The Foreign Legion is a popular destination for 
many Victorian men.  By simply demonstrating 
one’s physical health and willingness to follow the 
established order, anyone could join -any declared 
name or citizenship was accepted.  But, because 
background information was less-than-scruti-
nized, the Legion occasionally found opportunists 
or even blatant criminals among its ranks.

 < Freemasons -the origins of this fraternal soci-
ety have been obscured by time and secrecy, but 
its existence defi nitely predates the founding of 
America and may even lay within the era of the 
fi rst Crusade.  Mason membership has always 
included those of high society or great notoriety; 
with inventors, politicians, writers, and business 
owners making up the thrust.  To date (18??), all 
US Presidents  have been members.  The order 
operates out of Grand Orients (lodges) who over 
see smaller district lodges.  Each Grand Ori-
ent is autonomous but typically acts with amity 
toward Masons from other lodges (unless they 
are perceived to have broken with the Order’s 
Landmarks).  The Landmarks of Freemasonry 
call members to believe in a “supreme being” (the 
Architect of the Universe), work 
within the laws of their religious 
traditions, believe that one’s es-
sence is immortal, maintain the 
secrets of the lodge, and believe 
and transmit the story of Hi-
ram Abiff (a master mason who 
worked for King Solomon and 
gave his life to keep the secrets 
of his trade).  By keeping these 
Landmarks and participating in 
lodge initiatives, members are 
conferred “degrees” and gain 
more infl uence and inside knowl-
edge within the lodge walls.  
Freemasonry is political, mystic, 
and societal in its workings.  
Brother Masons are accused 
of great nepotism within their 
ranks, to the extent that they 
form an invisible social, econom-
ic, and political structure that 
stretches the world round.  Many 
even suppose they have worked 
in unity to destroy/defamate 
other powerful forces such as  
imperial governments and the 
Catholic Church.  Offshoots of 
Freemasonry include Antient 
Masonry (adhering to the more 
mystical and historic traditions), 
Modern Masonry (French in 

origin and leaning toward 
more atheistic and sci-

entifi c precepts), The 
Scottish Rite Masons 
(which include “de-
grees” beyond those 
offered in normal 

Masonry) and the An-
cient Arabic Order of the 
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 < Knights of the Ku Klux Klan -at its original incarnation, 
the Ku Klux Klan was an organization bent on undoing 
the effects of the Civil War by running off Northern car-
petbaggers and infl icting terrorism across the Southern 
states.  The group’s main edicts (called the Prescript) fo-
cused on white supremacy and the defeat of the Repub-
lican Party, as well as intolerance toward black sym-
pathizers, and European immigrants.  For many years 
the Klan fought to create instability within the South 
in hopes that the social order and trappings would be 
restored to pre-war conditions.  The group was lead by 
Brian Scates but was transformed and organized by 
the Grand Wizard, Nathan Bedford Forrest (a formal 
Confederate General).  Its members worked in small 
intimate groups called “dens.” Membership was secret, 
and agents maintained anonymity by publicly wearing 
white ropes, pointed cowls, and masks.  Their ranks 
included black-robed Knighthawks (security), red-robed 
Grand Titans (heads of dens), green-robed Grand Drag-
ons (regional leaders) and the purple-robed Imperial 
(Grand) Wizard who over-saw the organization.  Their 
reign of terror included the lynching of blacks and po-
litical targets, the destruction of houses and barns, and 
the disruption of public affairs.  The Klansmen used 
geurillia tactics, operating in the dark of night.  As a 
secret organization, Klan members used many signs 
and phrases to identify one another and notify others 
of meetings and strikes.  Forrest supposedly disbanded 
the group in 1869 as part of a deal with President 
Grant to reinstitute full-constitutional rights to the 
Southern states, but the KKK remained a persistent 
threat even after this public disbanding.  By the 1880s 
the Klan came under attack by a grand jury and was 
labeled as an offi cial terrorist organization.  Several Su-
preme Court cases built precedent for the indictment of 
its members and under a crack down by federal offi cials 
the organization dwindled.  Unfortunately, the fear-
mongering and hate-inspired works of this “invisible 
empire” still show themselves occasionally on Century 
Earth.  In 18??, the KKK works in small-scale, disen-
franchised groups with short-sighted goals that cater to 
whimsey of its backward and racist members. 

 < The Luddites -the Luddite movement began in Brit-
ain as a protest against the introduction of automated 
looms in textile mills.  The men an women of this rebel-
lion followed a man calling himself “King Ludd.”  Their 
protests and destruction of technological items were so 
severe that the British Army was a assembled to put 
them down.  -Many early members suffered execution 
for their activities.   These swift reactions on behalf of 
the British Crown curbed the movement somewhat, but 
more directly drove its membership underground.  To 
date, the Luddites still operate quietly, undermining 
any advancement of means that might place workers 
out of a job.  From smashing up new age threshers, 
to puncturing hydraulic hoses -the sabotage of a Lud-
dite follower knows no bounds.  Within the realm of 
Century’s Edge many famous inventors have been the 
target of Luddite plots.  -Names like Edison, Currie, 
and Deere are spoken with spits and cursing within the 
meeting halls of Luddite camps.

 < The Modern Prometheists -many in the arena of sci-
ence have come to believe in the unending technologi-
cal ascension of mankind.  With each new manifest of 
chemical properties, with radical improvements in the 
effi ciency of the internal combustion engine, and the 
wizard-like counting mechanisms engineered by Bab-
bage and Lovelace, man furthers his evolution toward 
godhood.  This sentiment is held with great fervor by 
the members of the Modern Prometheists.  As a loose-
knit brotherhood, they attempt to transcend the limits 
of mankind’s knowledge for no other purpose than to 
expand its boundaries.  These “fellows” keep abreast of 
each other’s work through correspondence and meet oc-

casionally while attending world fairs or national 
science conventions.  They hold invitation-only 
fund-raisers and give out the coveted “Prome-
thians” (their version of a “Nobel Prize”) at an 
annual dinner in Kassel, Germany.  The winners 
are always those who produced the greatest leaps 
in understanding within the major schools of sci-
ence.  Many wise men have chastised the organi-
zation, saying that these sort of reckless forays 
can only lead to misfortune, but still, the Modern 
Prometheists press on -even under the scrutiny 
of locals and law enforcement...  At the century’s 
edge, this group is responsible for some of the 
greatest technological advances -as well as some 
of the worst tragedies.  Among its more infamous 
affi liates are Dr. Victor Frankenstein -a maker of 
monsters, Dr. Nikola an expert biochemist, and  
Dr. Wells -who nearly destroyed Century Earth 
with his chronal experiments.  It is believed that 
the Modern Prometheists have established contact 
with other planets, created advanced electric mo-
tors, harnessed light energy in powerful beams, 
and accomplished many other feats most sensible 
citizens would consider hogwash...  The sign of 
The Modern Prometheists is an outstretched 
palm holding fi re.

 < National Geographic Society -the National Geo-
graphic Society is a not-for-profi t organization 
formed by scientists and inventors regularly meet-
ing at the Cosmos Club in Washington D.C.  It 
became a chartered society of professionals (at one 
time led by Alexander Graham Bell) who met to 
document scientifi c developments and organize a 
professional journal published monthly.  The soci-
ety was esteemed by the academic community and 
early in its existence, its members were sought 
out for council over civic and military matters 
alike.  Recognizing this potential, the society’s 
main thrust became the education of the popu-
lace through its monthly journal.  The well-skilled 
photographers and cartographers of the National 
Geographic Society brought the world at large to 
the doorstep of its subscribers.

 < Novus Ordo Seclorum -the “New Order of the 
Ages” is a mysterious global agency, dense with 
political and economic power.  Their primary goal 
is to illicit a supranational government.  What the 
role of this government will be exactly is left to ru-
mor.  Some suggest Novus Ordo Seclorum intends 
to use its international power to amass wealth 
and well-being for its members.  Others say that 
the formation of the all-powerful government is 
an outright attack on religion, harking back to 
the“Tower of Babal.”  Finally, others believe it 
is an affront to freedom and democracy -saying 
that the supranational structure will be forged 
in the image of a dictatorship or socialist régime.  
What is universally believed about the Order 
is their prophecy of the Illuminated One.  This 
prophecy states that when the supreme govern-
ment is near-formation, a leader -suave in speech, 
debonair in style, cunning in mind- will arise.  He/
she will cement the nations’s participation in the 
new régime.  With their popular esteem, citizens 
will quickly submit themselves to the authority 
of the Order.  Who this person is and where they 
will appear is highly speculative.  Some 
legends even have it that they will 
be the descendent of some historic 
tyrant such as Genghis Khan, Ju-
lius Caesar, or Abd al-Rahman III.  
The Novus Ordo Seclorum exists as 
small Councils inside each of the ma-
jor colonial powers (and a few of the 
larger kingdoms that are still linger-
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 < Railroads -hundreds of railroads were in operation 
at the turn of the century.  Some of the largest in the 
States included the Pennsylvania Railroad (operating 
the Congressional Limited Express from New York to 
Washington, DC), the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
line, the Long Island Rail Road, The Central Pacifi c 
and Union Pacifi c (forming the fi rst transcontinental 
railroad in the US), and Southern Railway (a conglom-
eration of older lines purchased by JP Morgan and rail 
baron Samuel Spencer).  Due to the increased demands 
of raw materials and agricultural shipping, the rail 
industry was perhaps the most powerful lobby group 
in America.  The handful of men who ran this industry 
were thick with wealth and power, and used both to 
wage war against each other as well as affecting other 
industries they took an interest in.  By 1895 nothing 
was grown, made, or unearthed that didn’t rely on 
the railroads to get where it was going.  Outside the 

US the most noted rail lines are the Trans-Syberian 
Line, The Orient Express (Running from Paris, 

France to Varna, Bulgaria), The Great 
Central Railway (formally England’s 

Manchester, Sheffi eld and Lincolnshire 
Railway), the Nord Express (taking 

passengers horizontally across cen-
tral Europe) and the Sud Express 
(which ran vertically along West-
ern Europe).  Outside these lines, 
smaller “direct to” lines  existed 
between major economic centers 
and ports of call.

< Servitors of the Elder Order 
-some occultists claim this 
group exist -made up of fanat-
ics who worship long forgotten 
deities and practice primal rites 
of magic.  Though not unani-
mous in their specifi c cause, 
the Order’s members generally 

seek to upturn Western religion 
and bring back the Pagan deities 

barely eluded to in the Old Testa-
ment.  These men and women are 

orientated toward artifacts or events 
that might give their gods a new foot 

hold in the world of man.  Further, 
they make for secret devotion to their dei-

ties in small clandestine groups -claiming 
the deities’ powers will be lent them for their 

unwavering worship.  The Servitors of the Elder 
Order are rumored to have dealings with “undying ones” 
such as zombies and vampires.  They claim the group’s 
leaders are powerful warlocks, and that the group 
practices inhumane ceremonies including blood-worship.  
The Order is everything a lover of Gothic tales could 
want in an adversarial group.  Most members could be 
described as being from old, established families of deep 
wealth.  Some among their leaders have reportedly held 
offi ce for centuries -retaining life by black magic or tak-
ing up the burden under alternate incarnations.  Aside 
from running several public museums, historical societ-
ies, and archeological digs, the Servitors of the Elder 
Order supposedly founded Miskatonic University in 
Arkham, Massachusetts.  The college is allegedly home 
to all sorts of pseudo-scientifi c research and houses a 
library of accursed tomes no mortal was meant to have 
access to.

 < The Society of Righteous and Harmonious Fists -known 
in the West as “Boxers” (due to their use of martial 
arts) this organization was founded during the Western 
occupation of Bejiing.  The movement started with vil-
lagers attacking a temple ran by Western Missionaries.  
The violence spiralled out from there to encompass the 
destruction of all imperial infl uences and all Christian 
presence within China’s Shandong provenance.  Using 

ing in 18??).  Each Council consists of 13 members 
(no more, no less).  To qualify for membership 
the individual must obtain a high-level of power 
within their country.  Members of parliament, 
senators, high court offi cials, even presidents and 
prime ministers have held membership within the 
Order.  Tycoons whose assets allow them to make 
direct impacts on national and foreign markets 
are also granted membership.  Some even believe 
there are high-ranking church offi cials who belong 
to the organization (utilizing their positions to 
subvert religion all-together.)  The nature of the 
Order, its Councils, its membership, and all other 
facets if its operation are extremely secret.  These 
mysteries are protected under penalty of death 
(the leading cause of vacated Council seats).  
Should the MCs get involved with Novus Ordo 
Seclorum it is likely they will targeted for assas-
sination...

 < ORACLE -was forged among Euro-
pean spiritualists as a prestige club 
for those who possess true psychic 
ability.  Initiates of this club are 
usually invited through psy-
chic manifestations.  For in-
stance, members may place 
subliminal images of their 
sect’s  cryptic meeting hall 
within the dreams of the 
elect.  Telepathic calls 
and numerological text 
placed in print are other 
common methods.  Once 
invited into ORACLE, 
one is called a “seer” and 
given a pseudonym (typi-
cally taken from ancient 
myths or legends).  The 
seers work to challenge 
and explore the various 
mental powers each one 
has, as the primary function 
of the club.  On the whole, 
they are ardent enthusiasts of 
unexplained phenomenon and 
often carry membership in other 
peculiar clubs (Such as the Golden 
Dawn or the Theosophical Society).  
Mostly, however, ORACLE members 
commune to share a sense of superiority that 
separates them from the rest of humanity.  Occa-
sionally, there have been plots within individual 
sects to control some political offi ce or gain pos-
session of a curious artifact, but these  movements 
are normally short-lived.  ORACLE has defi ned 7 
broad categories of psychic powers possessed by its 
international members.  They are: Clairsentience 
(sensing things not immediately present), Teleki-
nesis (manipulating objects with one’s mind), Psy-
chogenesis (temporarily creating things through 
thought), Mediation (interacting with or through 
individuals not present, using only thought), Scry-
ing (the interpretation of signs -such as stars and 
numbers- to have hidden meanings), Psychic Pro-
jection (moving one’s self or consciousness through 
time, space, or dimension), and Psychic Domina-
tion (mastering one’s biological functions through 

force of will).  Membership within ORA-
CLE is highly secret and seers are forbid-

den to speak of their powers or other 
members outside the sect.  Character’s 
whose powers aren’t worthy enough for 
ORACLE might check out less credible 
groups such as the Society for Psychical 

Research (with offi ces in London, Paris, 
and Chicago).
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martial arts and mystical practices, the Society be-
lieved it would usher in a rebirth of traditional Chi-
nese culture once it eradicated the West and freed the 
Quin Dynasty from its infl uence.  The “Boxers” fought 
a war of attrition -demoralizing most of the foreigners 
stationed in Bejiing.  They quickly sent embassies and 
missionaries running while The Western governments 
formed the Eight-Nation Alliance and readied its multi-
national forces for intervention.  The alliance consisted 
of Austria-Hungary, Italy, France, Germany, Japan, 
Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States -all 
of which had trade interests within China.  By the end 
of the uprising, over 80,000 foreign troops converged 
on China and all but eradicated the “Boxers.”  Follow-
ing this uprising, China quickly slid toward becoming a 
Republic.  Still, members of this society hold on to the 
idea that one day, the grand Empire of China will rise 
again.  Factions The of Society of Righteous and Har-
monious Fists have appeared internationally, seeking 
revenge for their former loss.  Some have tied in organi-
zations such as the Si-Fan, Ui Kwoon Ah-How, and the 
Sacred Order of the White Peacock as offshoots of the 
Society.

 < Standard Oil Trust -John D. Rockefeller (along with 
his brother and a friend) saw the future of petroleum 
as an important fuel source and began building and 
running a series of refi neries across Ohio (starting in 
1863 in Cleveland) and eventual the US (as competitors 
were bought out).  To get around the rather excruciat-
ing inter-state incorporation laws, Rockefeller devised 
a “trust” to run his holdings.  Soon, kerosine became a 
wildly popular fuel and Rockefeller’s company became 
a powerful entity in the US (holding great sway over 
the railroad industry in particular).  With his company 
stock shares, John soon became the nation’s fi rst bil-
lionaire. Here’s where Rockefeller’s impact on Century 
Earth becomes more acute.  With his wealth, Rockefell-
er set out to improve education, science, medicine, and 
the arts throughout the US.  Directed by the Baptist 
minister Fredrick Gates, John dealt out lucrative dona-
tions to many great causes in these areas.  MCs look-
ing for a serious patron need only make it past Gates’s 
screening...  Currently much of the oil industry is in 
uproar over Standard Oil’s domination.  Many political 
and civil fi gures are calling for the trust to be dissolved 
-perhaps even going so far as to commit sabotage.  

 < Terror -the Hungarian Jew, Israel di Murska, moved 
into Russia to fi ght against the anti-Semitic policies 
being instigated by the Tsar.  There, in protest, he 
was trapped by the secret police and taken away to be 
tortured.  Israel was taken to a Russian labor camp, 
beaten repeatedly and eventually maimed (leaving him 
without the use of his legs).  Tormented in this way, he 
came to unlock a power secretly waiting on the horizon 
of his mind -the power to mesmerize others: to control 
their very thoughts.  Once freed, he remade himself, 
taking the simple name, Natas.  Using his psychic 
ability, he gained a following of vile agents and anti-
establishment fanatics.  He called this movement of 
ne’er-do-wells: Terror.  Struck with a hatred for what 
the Russian Government did to his people, and nau-
seated over the greed and corruption of America, he 
directs the agents of Terror to create anarchy and chaos 
within all organized societies.  The down fall of govern-
ment is foremost at the group’s heart.  When a Terror 
agent neutralizes a target, they leave a gruesome call-
ing card -a “T” carved through the fl esh of the forehead.  
With the help of the penniless, British inventor, Rich-
ard Arnold, Terror has acquired advanced technologies 
-including heavier-than-air fl ying machines and volatile 
chemical explosives.  While Natas runs Terror from a 
secret base in Africa, his daughter, Natasha, is fre-
quently seen commanding its frontlines.  -Often blamed 
for stealthy intrusions into the most secretive facilities 
a nation might maintain.  Many top Terror agents (Like 

Natas himself) hold unique gifts that make them 
hard to confront one-on-one.  When caught in 
the plotting of a group like Terror, who can a na-
tion call on?  ...The MCs perhaps? 

 < The Theosophical Society -established by Madam 
Helana Blavatsky, William Judge, and Henry 
Steel Olcott, this group dabbled in mystic prac-
tices and pseudo-historic writings to gain a better 
understanding of the world.  Their motto, “There’s 
no greater god than the truth,” was considered 
laughable to some who insisted the society’s de-
tailed account of man’s evolution, and collections 
of astral correspondences were complete hoaxes.  
The group won favor, however, as spiritualism 
came to popularity.  Largely on account of their 
efforts, the religions of the East were unveiled in 
Western society.   Soon, the society moved their 
headquarters to Adyar, India were its members 
believed they would fi nd “the great world teacher” 
that their prophecies spoke of.  While in India, the 
society came under the guidance of many Mahat-
mas (highly-evolved souls placed in the bodies of 
men to provide stewardship to the human races).  
One such man, called Koot Humi, was reportedly 
the cosmic governor of wisdom.  Humi’s previous 
incarnations were said to include: Pythagorus, 
King Tutmose III, and St. Francis of Assisi.  The 
society purposed that all the universe was domi-
nated by 7 properties, referred to as “The Seven 
Rays.”  These include: willpower, wisdom, active 
intelligence, harmony, science, love, and order.  
Mastering these “rays” and unlocking their hid-
den aspects became a synergizing theme within 
the society.  Another major part of the movement 
was the constant search for the unifying origins 
of race and religion.  On this note, the society 
concocted beliefs about the Aryan Race being 
the most highly evolved in matters of wisdom 
and spirituality, and that Semites were a degen-
erative arm of the Aryans that were perfected 
in materiality.  Though holding this belief, the 
society proclaimed equality and unifi cation among 
all races and denied no one membership.  Later, 
a German offshoot of this group would seek the 
city of the Aryans -called Ultima Thule (perhaps 
“Hyperborea” as described by the Greek poet, Pin-
dar).  This group (fi rst called the Germanenorden, 
then later the Thule Society) completely separated 
themselves from the Theosophical Society when 
they sought to purify the Aryan race and utilize 
mystic artifacts and powers for their own exulta-
tion.  Eventually, (in the 1920s) the Thules will 
distance themselves (somewhat) from their mystic 
passions and come to call themselves Nazis...  
The Theosophical Society works (on its lowest 
levels) as a professional organization for mystics, 
mediums, and traveling gurus.  When strange 
phenomenon are reported, volunteers from this 
organization are almost sure to turn up for inves-
tigation.

 < Uber Guard -Baron Rietchard VanSloan of Prussia 
detested the rise in tyranny and nationalism seen 
at the turn of the 19th Century.  Through his 
social circles (and with great concern to quality of 
character) he assembled a group of “toubleshoot-
ers.” -A force composed mostly of former soldiers 
and persons of extraordinary skill.  This 
crack team (called the Uber Guard) 
would work under the direction of 
the Baron for the advent of peace 
amid Europe and Western Asia.  In 
a turn of heartbreaking tragedy, one 
of the group’s early missions was to 
intervene against Otto von Bismark’s 
provoking army in the Austro-Prussian 


